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Editin' s  turf?  Jtdut  Lcsag r  and  hwh  }  With- hit's  article  \  \><  (fas 
WMf  continur  ij  M'fjfn  of  /w/VW  and  nan striked  (alky  delivered  t;/ 
ViewPintuv  A  Conference  on  Women.  Culture.  and  Public  Media  held 
at  Hunter  Cubin'  u r  AVu  fY/K  Ory  an  M rr  ember  R  and  V.  /Wifi  /jw 
i«rr  Jimudn  /WJ7  jw*i  .Apr//  / VH 7  issuesf.  This  n atmnaJ 

fiw/mv jm  hu.T  rwi^v't  f,'i^7i?ri  unjortirrt/  by  j  l  i >ntmtstit  ■/  \u/men 
involved  in  film.  vidt>o  and  photography  t  including  Hw  Indepcrtfkni 
Oil i ti ,j  Martha  Gever  and  tissiKiaic  editor  Rente  Tapmat.  caspartsored 
by  Mnrufvj  Moke  Stones  and  Hunter  College  MVwnrn'.T  Studies 
Department,  and  funded  by  (he  AVu  L'K  State  Council  on  the  To 
ond  the  \en  York  Conned  t»i  the  Humanities  [rink's  paper  hlJ.t, 
delivered  at  the  panel  "‘Cracking  the  Matsu  Mystique:  Images  and 
Politics,"  amt  Le sage's  at  "The  Subject  a/  Politics  U  omen  and  Right- 
Wing  }  tab  a"  panel 

On  the  surface.  ihe  worsl  i  hi  rig  about  Christian  television  iccins  tu  be  iiv 
rigid  anti-aheutkm  stance  and  iix  iiixtiiul  tonal  support  for  (he  political 
agenda  of  the  New  Right,  especially  for  the  owf'tr.r,  Many  lefitsi^  and 
feminism*  label  GvUtun  television  "right-wing”  media  and  never  watch 
ti.  or  they  do  watch  it  and  immediately  reject  it.  However,  an  easy  pejora- 
live  cnerouragL’^  intellectual  Ea/mcss,  when  u  allows  u-,  to  dislike  a  media 
phenomenon  and  not  consider  that  phenomenon  cither  respect  fully  or 
analytically. 

Both  when  viewing  and  when  writing  about  television,  n  is  useful  to 
carry  on  tut  interior  monologue  nrtitig  TVs  class  and  gender  aspects 
l he i e  is  an  implied  hierarchy  of  value  among  oenies  that  corresponds 
to  our  social  hierarchy,  for  example,  women  h axe  Ken  identified  a* 
ihc  primary  viewers  o!  so.ip  operas  and  daytime  letcvisinm  men  as 
watchers  of  shirts  However,  in  ordinary  conversation  "sf'.  iris”  does 
not  K. li  the  negative  connotation  that  "the  snip  opera"  or  "she  game 
show”  frequently  do.  in  class  terms,  the  news  and  public  television 
sene  people  whs?  li  lushed  high  school.  CBN  tthc  Christian  Broadcasting 


jimmy  Swoggari;  “Back  about  six  months  ago  God  tola  me. 
'Take  the  crusades  to  other  counlries  that  have  little  opportunity 
to  hear— al  least  an  a  large  scale— the  gospel  of  Jesus  C hirst, 
and  1  will  give  you  a  move  of  God  that  few  have  seen.'  We've 
done  that," 


Network)  with  The  700  Club  show  ,  and  the  PTL  1  Praise  the  Lord)  broad- 
v  a  suing  network  wiih  The  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker  Show,  die  the  while, 
working-class  networks 

Black  Christian  lekvidon.  primarily  Hack  preaching  and  gospel 
singing,  has  a  different  relation  to  its  regular  viewers  Followers  of 
mmoiuE  i  while)  fdiguius  broadcasting  may  see  black  evangelism  as  con- 
limiatmn  of  the  rightness  of  their  shared  Chnshan  faith,  or  they  may 
dismiss  black  Christian  television  as  demagogic  I  Jesse  Jackson),  crassly 
opportunistic  I  Reverend  Ike),  or  yusi  old- fashioned,  Catholic  television 
bioajeasimg  has  mit  gotten  beyond  an  ahysmal  talking  heads  formal  with 
clerics  and  authorities  telling  viewers  what  to  think,  and  there  are  few 
Jew  rdi  shows.  In  addition,  there  are  many  Local  and  regional  Christian 
mjIhuis  arid  slmw  s,  broadcast  primarily  oncabkTV.  Mete  1  will  analyse 
mostly  ihc  national  cable  networks,  CBN  and  PTL,  and  mostly  their 
weekday  shows,  bin  I’ll  talk  a  little  hit  about  the  weekend  preachers  and 
,i  link  abnui  ihc  g'l'-pL.i  arid  a  I  mle  about  Jerry  Falw  ell.  who  seems  to  be 
losing  power  and  stands  iri  tlse  periphery  . 

Christian  evangelists,  with  wisdom  accumulated  from  a  pupal i si  preach- 
mg  i  radii  ion.  have  j  good  sense  of  whai  audiences  in  a  home  environ, 
meni  expect  and  want  I  mm  the  medium  of  l  ele  vision.  And  a  backward 
viand  on  reproductive  rights  rn  foreign  policy  are  not  the  worst  things 
about  Christian  iclc vision.  Worse  yet  are  the  widespread  ideological 
assumptions— in  iho  case,  ihc  assent  tn  compulsory  hcicnHCtualuy  ansi 
xenophobia —  that  conform  to  television  discourse  in  general  in  ihc  V  S. 

A.  major  Lask  of  ideology,  on  the  unconscious  IcveL  is  to  signal  and 
constant!)  deiine  the  traits  or  who  is  supposed  to  he  the  other  and  who 
is  acceptable  as  one  ot  us.  Jhe  "us”  targeted  as  a  viewer  ship  tor  Christian 
TV  is  primarily  white  working -dash,  Thu^.  homophobia  and  racism  ate 
Jeep  structuring  principles  in  Christian  television,  only  they  are  more 
visible  to  liberal  middle-class  viewers  there  than  in  the  rest  of  the  in  lei- 
lectual  'cornniumcjlmns  apparatus.  Intellectuals  who  like  Id  watch  ihc 
news  may  think  that  Christian  broadcasting  is  the  must  ucuie  incus  nt  I'V 
racism,  if  they  notice  how  racist  television  ls.  Yet  if  we  look  at  both  the 
suhiect  matter  and  the  sty  Le  oi  network  news  and  then  at  Christian  broad¬ 
casting,  we  would  see  the  same  kind  nt  racism  in  each, 


"But  when  we  did  all  Ibis,  our  ex  pontes  went  up  about  3D  or  35 
percent,  ft  bad  to  b*.  w*  had  to  have  all  kinds  of  equipment  for 
television.  But  God  laid  me  fo  do  if.  E  don't  have  a  choice....  You 
don't  have  a  choice  either,  I'm  pleading  with  you  to  say  yes. 
You  can't  say  no." 


Id  THE  INDEPENDENT 


MAY  W7 


THE  BRUTE  TAMED 

One  of  the  its  Ltjor  gratification*  day  lime  Christian  television  offers,  is 
ihe  melodrama  Me  gratification.  aimed  ai  women  in  (he  home,  which  I 
cal  l  "i3hv  brute  i  anted /f  Everyday  you  can  see  men  crying-  They  confess. 
They  rcpenr.  They  change.  They  become  moral.  They  become  family 
men.  For  many  women,  especially  where  [he  husband  is  spending  his 
money  on  boo?c  and  going  nut  with  ihe  boys,  this  vision  of  economic 
and  familial  scibrieiy  is  run  only  a  pleasurable  goal  to  imagine*  ils 
enactment  would  come  about  through  (he  wife's  moral  force  and  would 
he  an  index  of  her  soeral/pensnnal  comm]. 

In  lac l,  in  a  lot  of  Christian  working-class  families  this  kind  of  "mural 
unity"  is  I  he  goal.  A  wife  may  say  in  her  husband,  "Now.  you  have  to 
come  10  church  on  Sunday  with  me  and  ihc  kids/'  Whai  this  meai^  is, 
“You'Ll  come  to  church  with  me  and  I  he  kids  on  Sunday,  and  you'll  hand 
me  your  paycheck,  and  the  community  wilt  see  ihai  we’re  a  family  to 
gether."  Many  social  and  personal  ideals  cohere  in  this  image.  Seeing 
this  scenario  day  after  day  offers  die  same  kind  of  appeal,  lei's  say,  thru 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  originally  had  in  Chicago. 

Often  tile  black  preacher*  arc  openly  enlieal  of  family  polities,  recog¬ 
nizing  how  alcoholism  and  male  philandering  weaken  ihe  community. 
Here  arc  tlx:  words  of  L>r.  Frederick  K.  C.  Price,  who  [old  the  Sunday 
audience  of  TVrt'  Christian  f-umtfy  ihis: 

Somet unes  men  |usi  take  ami  lake  and  ukc  all  the  nine  You'll  lip  a  vjki 
and  a  waitress*  hui  \hc  times  more  fur  you  Ru*  her  ii  little  something  and 
nuke  it  something  nice. 

Vi i II  f :,uy.  Liiwjys  vj\.  “I  golla  have  time  .ilnfle,  sfH'HJ  lUTIc  With  I  lie  ho)  * 
New,  honey,  hush  ”  You  juw  want  q  cwk  and  sex  machine. 

You  could  j;li  mu  ai  nijilu  with  muUial  vunsenl  hciweca  ihe  iwo  of  j.tHL 
Den' i  nut  jj wi n i;  amt  then  leaving  her  three  hours  alone.  or  saying 
you're  aoiny  out  for  an  huni  and  ihen  coming  back  three  hours  later.  You 
know ,  1 1  you  eniTir  biici;  wrth  a  blonde  hair  on  ynur  coal.  and  c sen  if  it  just 
blew  uu  Diiui  your  efttt.  r1iai\  gonna  cause  a  Uw  of  bad  fantasies,  in  your 
bruise. 


Jerry  Folweii  issues  his  'New  Imoncipoiion  Proclomarkwr  during 
his  sermon  on  1h*  Sunday  morning  Old  rime  Gospel  Hour. 
"Without  a  doubt,  abortion  is  Iho  slavery  or  Ihe  day  in  which  we 
Ihre.  It  s  the  Issue  lhat  if  we  do  not  win  (t  we  do  not  deserve  to 
survive." 


A  very  common  family  pattern  in  my  neighborhood,  often  among 
Latino  and  black  families,  is  itui  ihe  men  just  go  out  at  night  They  say 
they ’re  going  for  an  hour  and  then  come  in  at  four  or  five  in  ihe  morning, 
maybe  drunk.  They  usually  haven't  gone  oul  with  women  but  ou|  with 
I  he  boys.  And  they  expect  food  to  be  prepared  for  them  whenever  u  is 
lhat  they  are  at  home.  That  particular  family  drama-  or  melodrama 
doesn't  appear  on  soap  operas,  which  ileal  widi  upper  middle -class 
problems  such  as  going  to  sec  your  lawyer  or  iherapisl  or  partner  m 
adultery  in  rich  settings  and  in  sonic  very  dramatic  way  In  >oup  iipedka 
middle-class  version  of  the  a  hove  family  pattern  docs  appear.  The  man 
will  call  home  to  say  he's  working  late  at  ihc  office  or  meeting  a  client 
lor  dinner.  Then  ihc  narrative  presents  an  episode  in  which  lie  h  i*  a 
prearranged  Its st  with  his  "woman  on  ihc  side." 

mm  LANGUAGE,  SETS 

To  analyze  Christian  television  w  e  must  deal  w  ith  real  ehiss  issues.  In  iny 
cave,  it  is  pamlul  tor  me  as  a  lemmisi  |o  admit  ihcdavs  bias  that  we  have 
projected  onto  milters*  even  il  we  iricd  to  avoid  such  a  bras  sn  n.ir 
political  programs  and  intellectual  work.  In  the  early  part  of  ihc  women's 
movement,  especially  ihc  white  feminist  movement,  we  failed  to 
acknowledge  that  there  were  different  dress  codes  among  us  Rv  not 
wearing  a  girdle  and  by  dressing  in  slacks  and  a  shirt,  I  project  a  specific 
class  identity,  as  do  most  of  the  white  women  at  ihe  Viewpoints  Confer 
cnce— media- makers,  critics,  artists  We  announce  publicly  ibul  we  arc 
downwardly  mobile,  middle-clav*  women,  who  cart  afford  lo dress  in  Litis 
very  casual  way.  Most  hlaek  women  don't  tiros  like  this,  nor  do  most 
trade  union  women,  if  they  arc  gathering  ill  public  for  a  mating.  Many, 
if  not  most,  women  in  the  If. 5,  cherish  a  noiinri  of  dressing  up  in  public 
or  dressing  up  oul  of  respect  for  other  people.  Blacks  were  forced  to 
dress  in  rags  during  slavery  :  if  lucky,  perhaps  they  could  dress  m  the 
master*'  castoff  finery  for  church  services  They  do  mu  have  a  legacy  of 
pride  iri  dressing  down  And  if  you  look  at  the.-  visual  history  of  trade 
unions  m  the  United  Slates,  photographs  of  strikes  show  the  workers, 
both  men  and  women,  demon  stating  white  wearing  their  best  clothes. 


Fofwell  unveils  the  plans  for  his  proposed  heod quarters  oT  a 
chain  of  Liberty  Godparent  Homes  tor  unwed,  pregnant  women, 
fo  bo  built  on  Itie  campus  of  Liberty  university  in  Lynchburg. 
Virginia:  Td  like  my  friends  at  home  watching  my  television,  i  d 
like  you  to  coil  ins  toll  free  number  and  soy,  'Jerry,  ru  bo  a 
masterbuilder.  I'll  pledge  5)0,000 
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tthtrn  we  see  women  as  moderator*  ot  in  ihe  audience  on  Christian 

I  l-L".  :Mon*  iheir  self-presentation  conveys  their  ftdhereiuc  to  the  ideal  ol 
dressing  up  :n  public  Before  the  modciators  appealed  oh  television, 
these  women  went  to  the  Neauty  shop  They  had  their  hair  pin  up  in 
r ■  I : l' r ■■  .:  ■  i  -..il  Lii,.hr  l!1l'  drs  .T  .ir  ,1  then  lia.1  it  i  i  unlvd  oijL  and  y  j o-d  To 
go  out  lo  .1  public  event,  they  wear  nylons  and  tow  heck,  run  spikes.  and 
they  use  coordinated  costume  jewelry',  very  nlien  .1  siring  of  fake  pearls 
anti  b\y  earrings,  They  wear  makeup — base,  powder,  blusher,  lipstick, 
and  a  little  mascara.  Usually  tlu-v  base  on  a  tailored  *Mn  with  a  feminine 
suit  jacket  and  dressy  blouse,  bin  never  slacks,  .inti  I  always  see  cv  idence 
of  a  girdle,  Obviously  I  have  not  adopted  that  mode  of  dress,  even  fin 
political  purposes  Elut  I  understand  that  I  give  off  very  specific  signals 
about  my  cliiss  position.  as  docs  everyone  eke.  Just  by  looking  at  -us, 
most  people  would  know  immediately  that  we  lent  mist  media  women, 
especially  the  w  bite  women,  have  chosen  to  do  nonalicnated  labor  and  be 
downwardly  mobile  economically  We  don't  took  like  women  who  are 
working  on  Wall  Street,  lor  example,  and  *vt  don't  look  like  women  who 
Jarir  to  dress  up  lot  a  job. 

1  he  lanriorm  of  jean*  and  .1  sweatshirt,  worn  by  a  woman  over  age  25  in 
public  space,  offers  a  statement  so  others  Other  people  "read''  much 
about  us  visually.  In  fact,  ibis  standard  dress  code  of  the  ''feminist"  is 
used  as  j  pejorative  kon  on  Christian  television,  where  our  image  is 
often  contrasted  to  tlie  image  of  all  other  “rvormaT'  women.  So  even  if 
we  hav  e  very  good  reasons  not  to  change  our  mode  of  drees,  we  should 
slop  being  naive  about  the  image  that  we  have  always  signalled— from 
the  very  inceptitin  of  the  feminist  movement. 

Personally.  I  learn  some  thing  about  my  own  upbringing  and  rebellions 
by  analysing  how  Christian  tcEevLsiun  plays  off  the  utopian  aspects  ol 
wHkmg  class  ideology,  tor  example,  the  desire  tor  respectability.  To 
dress  arid  act  in  an  orderly  way,  to  be  personally  neat  and  clean,  and  to 
!:.i'r"  ,i  I v  1 .1  1l1.1i  t-  r'i ,i  1  ar'd  clean  signals  to  Line  community.  "I  am  a  re¬ 

spectable  person  Vk'e  are  a  respectable  family."  I  rebelled  against  the 
stifling  narrowness  nf  seeing  women's  role  primarily  as  die  mam  Lamer  ol 
iSk*  family  members"  and  the  furniture's  "neatness.’'  liut  1  know,  from 

II  v  conflicts  with  my  family,  that  physically  ami  socially  I  publicly  sig¬ 
nalled  rny  rebellion,  and  that  all  the  visible  Indices  of  my  rebellion  made 
my  mother  very  distressed. 

On  Christian  television,  many  of  the  daytime  programs  have  a  living 
room  set.  and  that  set  k  usually  furnished  in  classical,  "old  rich."  good 
taste  It  has  more  expensive  furniture  than  any  viewer  could  usually  af¬ 
ford.  The  living  room  set  evokes  emotions  associated  with  both  bather 
and  Mother.  Only  the  riches  a  woman  might  get  by  v- inure  of  her  lather 
or  husband's  class  stilus  w  ould  allow  her  to  have  such  a  living  room.  Pal 
Robertson  often  uses  such  a  place  from  which  to  speak  to  his  public.  In 
this  sense,  the  set  is  patriarchal. 

However,  a  living  room  still  represents  the  home,  mom's,  turf.  And  m 
this  space  "w  it  nesses"  tell  how  thetr  tat  Eh  in  Jesus  let  them  be  delivered 
from  acme  person  a)  suffering,  especially  vices  that  destroyed  their  capao 
Us  for  personal  love  ami  family  responsibility.  The  woman  who  was 
raped  can  tdf  how  she  hated  tlie  child  w)m  reminded  her  of  the  rapist  and 
how  -.he  overdried  mi  trampiilricrs  The  funner  convict  can  tell  how  he 
-aw  his  mother,  ,1  prostitute,  take  in  client v.  The  set.  now  often  wiih  a 
woman  interview er,  becomes  the  -He  of  deeply  personal  "sharing." 

Politicians  in  the  I  '.,S  have  always  known  to  use  such  a  set.  often  for  a 
'll  reside  chat,"  Tins  kind  of  image  proclaims,  *  We’re  bringing  public 
-puce  into  your  living  room,  and  we're  going  to  interpret  tl  m  an  orderly 
way,  so  you  tan  absorb  n  and  it  will  he  palatable  to  you."  The  upps'i-iutd- 
dle-sFass  1 1-.  :n_'  rosun  mi  play  .  ,1  1  crural  ode  m  t'hfknnu  television.  With 
its  utopian,  patriarchal  cultural  legitimacy  and  ils  "motherly"  emotional 
appeal,  ii  provides  4  richly  associative  image  and  establishes  emotionally 
.1  certain  mental  "path."  On  a  political  level,  ihis  constant  set  facilitates 
the  New  Highs’*  ability  to  interpret  the  public  sphere  fur  its  v  iewers,  The 
ctnOTionaf  shaping  of  the  mo',:!-,:,  more  than  anv  explicit  political  con- 
rent  gives  ihe  right  wing  discmirsc  presented  bv  Christian  television  ns 
nlun|ugK-:d  staying  power.  It  is  in  this  sense  lhai  I  find  Christian  broad¬ 
casting  "effcciive  television.’*  for  it  is  so  finely  tuned  to  c  ;ri4i:  n -n-,  ti- 


CBN  H#wt  economic  conespondenl  Bruce  Page  reports:  *7tw 
Democrats  now  control  both  house)  ol  CongreH  for  the  first  time 
during  the  Reagan  administration,  and  they’re  determined  lo 
fto*  iheir  political  m circle.  And  thfc  may  be  ihe  Issue  to  do  H:  raise 
taxes." 

vcved  by  its  iconography. 

Within  Christum  television  itself,  there  are  class  differences,  in  ihtr 
targeted  audience.  If  Pal  Robertson'*  Tltt  700  Club  seems  aimed  at  die 
tow o  middle -class  nr  the  craft  uthoii  level  of  the  working-class,  Jim  and 
Tammy  Bakkcr  present  themselves  and  their  "world,"  us  by  and  tor  down- 
home  folk.  Jint  and  Tammy  have  hoi  It  a  Christian  tlieme  park  called 
Heritage  USA.  and  the  first  thing  they  put  up  there  to  conduct  their 
ministry  was  a  high  tech  broadcasting  facility.  If  you  think  of  it  from  the 
perspective  of  a  working -el ass  family,  tlw  notion  uf  going  to  a  theme 
park  tor  a  Christian  vacation  isn't  so  had,  The  adults  and  older  teenagers 
would  have  ihe  intellectual  prestige  of  studying,  even  if  only  the  Bible. 
TIkt  smaller  kids  warn  Id  no!  plague  iheir  parents  to  buy  a  lot  of  junk. 
They  wouldn't  see  excessive  alcohol  consumed  either,  which  means  a  lot 
to  families  on  vacation.  And  each  night  there  would  be  large  scale 
entertainment,  such  as  a  variety  show. 

Furthermore,  if  you  go  to  the  Christian  tlvemc  park  or  if  you  go  to  any 
of  the  preachers  and  iheir  big  revivals — such  us  those  of  Jimmy 
Swaggan— you  can  gain  not  only  ihe  status  of  repenting,  but  of  gelt  mg  on 
TV  as  you  repent.  People  like  being  seen  on  TV,  especially  if  they  can 
gratify  their  superego  and  perform  tor  the  camera  irt  the  service  of  a 
higher  moral  cause  {some  forms  of  jotiistam  e.  or  extreme  pleasure,  such 
as  being  on  die  winning  side  at  a  sports  event  or  getting  saved,  are  more 
morally  acceptable  ihan  rubers  and  thus  likely  to  he  seen  on  television 
over  and  over  again;  others,  such  as  coming,  are  relegated  lutfic  x-rated 
vkJcocasscitc  marker). 

Furthermore,  at  the  revivals,  viewers  see  a  wide  variety  of  faces, 
physiognomies,  weights,  ami  body  types.  Tin?  people  acre  tiding  a  relig¬ 
ious  event  dress  up  in  public,  but  they  si  ill  bear  the  traces  of  the  whole 
variety  of  working-class  people  who  are  visually  underrepresented  on 
television.  When  workings!  ass  people  watch  soap  operas,  they  see  upper- 
middle-class  characters  It  white  working-class  viewers  enjoy  seeing 
their  '‘own’'  on  TV.  they  can  do  so  constantly  on  Christian  television. 

POLLUTION  AM)  PURIFICATION  RITUALS 

Christian  television  networks  hold  out  lo  the  white  working-class  a 
dream  that  they,  via  leaders  such  ,is  Pal  well  and  Robertson.  have  a  class 
potential  lor  action  and  power  “You  people  silting  in  your  living  rooms, 
wnd  me  your  widow’s  mite,  and  wcMl  convert  it  into  political  power." 
Thai's  one  of  the  hopes  people  have  clung  to  in  the  Reagan  era.  Christian 
television  particularly  exploits  women's  isolation  in  the  home  and 
promises,  "Send  me  your  money,  and  I'll  help  you  out  right  there  with 
yuur  problems  at  home."  Again,  as  with  Hitler's  fascism,  a  regressive 
political  platform  can  be  built  u]H)n  u  utopian,  winking  class  sensibility. 

.Sue Ei  a  utopian  sensibility,  which  most  of  us  would  reject  as  disasicrous 
m  ns  consequences,  can  be  analysed  in  anthropological  lerms,  Applying 
Mary  fkitigliis1  notions  of  pollution  in  Purify  and  Dattgw.  it  is  useful  to 
look  Hrsi  at  out  own  uiLxpuui  ideals.  In  other  words,  many  of  us  dislike 
Reagan,  dislike  il*e  fascism  that  we  see  around  us.  dislike  urhan  put] miun 
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and  nuclear  pollution.  We  interpret  these  ihmgs  as  a  kind  of  pollution  in 
fur  vi.-n.-ifiv,  jfLd  we  often  even  use  the  word  ''pnLluiionT  When  we  ima¬ 
gine  our  ideal  revolution, ■:>  Luliure,  we  imagine  mir  society  rid  nf  ih)s, 
purified  of  (hat — e.g.,  soaelv  would  he  belter  if  we  could  drink  clean 
water  and  had  clean  jl?.  In  amhmpoJogtcal  terms  these  goals  wEueh  wc 
absent  to  represent  the  laager  social  purification  rituals  ol  the  feminist 
movement  and  ihe  left  When  Marten  Luther  Rung.  Jr,  preclairricd,  "I 
have  i  dFeam.1"  he  evoked  the  parity  of  children's  race  free  cunsctotLs- 
ncss  as  an  ideal,  and  the  emeriti  as'cnl  to  that  idea!  gave  the  civil  rights 
movement,  and  now  mote  broad!)  what  we  would  ljIJ  i?w  progressive 
movement,  its  cubes  ivrness. 

Very  dil'fetcni  ideals  of  social  purity  and  different  wars  on  social  pollu¬ 
tion  infLirm  Christian  television  and  give  i!s  audience  political  cohesive* 
ness.  On  Christian  television,  the  pollution  is  drugs,  the  breakdown  of  the 
family,  AIDS  and  gay  new  Even  more  than  with  its  resolute  opposition 
to  abortion.  The  righr  maintains  consensu c  atvuiti  the  evils  of  honwwexu- 
jHiy,  Chfisnan  television  goes  testimonials  about  "badness"  over  and 
over  again  ’What  mom  arc >  this  domiuuiii  riarrame  sirak’gy  is  (he  convic¬ 
tion  that  both  society  and  individuals  can  go  from  pollution  ro  purifi¬ 
cation  Then,  because  li  k  the  Reagan  era.  Christian-  van  found  a  new 
conservative  social  order  If  we  are  honest,  we  would  acknowledge  Thai 
we  too  need  such  an  cmnrional/socsal  ntuaf.  If  I  pu(  into  the  category  of 
“'badness”  fascism,  Reagan.  urban  pollution,  acid  r,on— i  s..  pul  lots  of 
rlungs  we  don't  like  in  there— -then  we  could  say  we  wanted  our  society 
lo  be  punfied  of  those  ihings  in  ihe  sjrric  way  ihal  the  right  wing  wants 
m  purify  society  of  Lis  Use  of  bad  tEun.w,  .ir-.-.i  w c  would  seek  out  cultural 
events  that  assured  us.  of  cultural  cohesion  are  u  nil  our  goals 

GtVDFR  AND  FAMILY  ROLFS 

I’m  fascinated  by  The  Jim  iittrf  rommv  Bakker  .SVji.  ii  and  other  otter  mgs 
;har  can  be  seen  on  daytime  Cbm  tun  lelcvhtcrti,  became  daytime  Chrk- 
Iran  leEevision  has  its  own  vision  of  women's  turf,  Women-orientcd  fare 
here  looks  more  working-class  than.  Id's  say.  it  docs  on  the  game  show, 
w  hich  tanuh/CH  v  iewers  w  nli  evfvnvn  e  consumer  items,  or  on  soap  oper¬ 
as.  where  ihe  characters'  adventures  are  enacted  in  an  incredibly  upper- 
ftttddlc-dass  environment.  Daytime  t’hrhii.ir,  television  offers  fashion 
shows.  diet  shows  wish  heahh  tips,  even  aerohics  jn  motftvi  dress  Fur 
ihermore.  '■uch  television:  gives  a  specific  jmch  to  anyone  suffering  frcini 
loneliness.  For  ex ample.  Oat  Roberts  asks  elderly  women  to  contribute 
tbcLr  w  iJow  \  muc  as  h:  makes  them  feel  that  they  are  also  contributing 
to  a  community. 

Television  in  general,  indeed,  all  ihe  miss  media  surrounding  us — TV. 
advertising,  and  film — doesn't  suiter  gender  rote  confusion.  even  in  a 
I  dm  about  the  TfadtveSItte  or  the  transsexual  or  ibe  lesbian  mother  or  the 
cay-  nun  with  AIDS.  Women  and  children  will  always  appear  w  ith  clear- 
ly  defined  feminine  and  childlike  roles  and  so  will  doctors  or  cops  with 
clearly  defined  masculine  Ttilcx.  These  folk  who  face  no  gender  role  eon- 
fusion  in  the  narrative  indicate  that  the  rest  of  the  world  is  comfortably 
■ensconced  in  its  rule  status,  even  if  a  story  may  deal  with  some  topic  that 
points  to  gentler  confusion.  In  Christian  television,  especially  daytime 
l-ekv  is] on.  women's  gender  roles  arc  merely  set  out  as  given  and  reflect 
working-class  notions  of  idea  I  fermn  miiy 

Bui  day  lime  Christian  television  dues  set  out  to  correct  roks  gone 
.Lsiray  and  it  Juts  so  overtly  .  If'  gender  roles  can  be  taken  fur  granted, 
family  roles  cannot  The  family  is  in  a  mess,  and  in  the  Christian  narra¬ 
tive  (informing  its.  nonfiction  as  wet!  o_s  fiction  programs  i.  Family  roles 
get  straightened  out  over  and  over  again.  Of  course,  the  soap  opera  also 
nl'r-.-r-.  ihe  n.irrjijve  pleasure  of  straightening  otil  family  role  confusion, 
but  as  Christian  television  acknowledges  the  breakdown  of  the  family 
and  ongoing  family  tensions,  it  also  oilers  the  reassuring:  pleasure  of  see¬ 
ing  cither  women  ax  moral  force  or  the  Bible  as  moral  farce  In  other 
wards,  it  promises  that  there  will  be  some  force  intervening  to  pull  every¬ 
one  back  together 

The  right  shares  a  consensus  about  gay  ness  as  pollution.  If  we  want  to 
fight  she  right  on  gender  issues,  we  have  \q  speak,  oul  tor  an  explicitly 
pro-homosevual  position  whenever  the  subject  of  AIDS  is  discussed.  We 


Pal  Sobei+son  editorializes:  “The  problem  we're  facing  Is  that 
everybody  wants  a  Utile  something.  Over  W  percent  gel 
something  horn  the  federal  govemmenl.  And  lhal  means  trial 
there's  got  to  be  a  political  wilt  someplace  in  America  lo  say. 

'We'H  give  up  a  Litre  of  ours,  if  you  give  up  a  rltlle  of  yours.'... 

You've  gat  lo  say.  'All  right,  we  believe  lhal  the  strength  of 
America  is  greater  fhon  my  little  problem.'.,.  We've  gat  to  make 
it  on  our  own  in  trie  private  sector,  " 

can' I  ki  Ihis  discussion  slip  into  an  easy  homophobia.  However,  among 
politically  oonwrv alive  women,  abortion  is  a  disputed  issue.  It  is  not 
openly  disputed  ideologically,  bui  wltenever  it  tonics  up  for  a  referen¬ 
dum.  in  the  ■secrecy  of  the  voting  booth,  people  vuie  against  such  refer¬ 
enda.  Abortion  itself  has  iwlgone  away,  and  w  e  know  that  many  women 
get  abortions  secretly  for  themselves  and  their  daughters.  Since  (tie  first 
right  to  gu  m  the  Reagnri  era  was  health  care  for  pour  w  omen,  free  abor¬ 
tion  divjpjx-.Lred  as  an  active  political  issue,  so  the  fig  in  for  represJuctive 
rights  must  be  joined  lo  ihe  fight  for  adequate  health  care  under  capital¬ 
ism  Ski.-  si 1 1 hj Id  keep  That  in  mind  very  dearly  when  we  see  ihe  constant 
diatribe  .ig.uuvt  abortion  on  Christian  telev  ision. 

On  the  other  hand  lire  ERA  is  mvi  a  disputed  issue,  eiihcr  on  CEinsti.m 
television  or  among  while  wofking-clasv  housew-ives  In  fK  toher  l^Nri.  I 
wav  fascinated  lo  see  The  7C0  Clnh\  depiction  of  the  ERA  re  ter  end  uni 
coming  up  in  Vermonl.  Many  of  ihe  ERA  supporters  were  show  n  to  look 
like  me  .1  heavy  worn  an  who  wt,rars  slacks  Hue  no  girdle.  In  ecoho- 
guphic  k'rtiw.  ih.n  was  obviously  in le tided  to  be  an  msuliing  image  of  a 
iermmst.  Ollier  speakers  m  vupp'rt  ol  ihe  ERA  were  shown  as  very 
young  women  Item  young  u>  It-aJi  w  hite  [Fie  women  fighimg  ihe  ERA 
were  middle-aged  These  women  wore  suits  and  were  ntcely  dressed  by 
Chnsirart  TV  stundattk.  And  the  report  used  peopk-on-che-sirect  inier- 
v  lews,  w  Inch  indicated,  as  always  happens  on  The  ?00  Club ,  '"We  know 
there  Lire  oilier  v  lews  out  there  '  Fhe  mrerviews  spolsc  for  and  against  the 
FR-V  Hut  then  we  see  .1  eii,isi  mien  icwed  abevut  FRA  who  s-iys,  "]  don't 
knnw  "  Tie  mile  jjthurity  figure's  voice  comes  bacls  laler  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  induces.  “You  jus:  don't  know  whai  would  happen  M  wc 
passed  ERA  "  The  fear  of  future  gender  n>le  conlusinn  was  enough  to 
motivate  voters  to  vote  no. 

racism 

Television  In  the  L  .S.  is  even  mure  raeLsi  thar,  it  is  sexist,  'nic  blacks 
who  gel  on  television  ate  ud>.  de-ethnici/ed,  and  upwardly  mobile,  or 
they  were  fomseffy  untidy  and  .ire  now  repentant,  or  they  are  just  plain 
vicious  and  chaotic.  The  news  presents  musi  toreieners  jh  vicious  and 
Chant  ic  eg.,  “illegal  aliens  " 

The  most  fascinating  black  person  on  "white  I  oiks'"  Christian  televi¬ 
sion  is  ihe  moderator  on  The  700  Club.  Hen  Knkhtow'.  Kinthlow  wears 
'mils  ihit  would  put  an  executive  in  the  Fortune  top  100  to  shame.  Every¬ 
day  he  co isaw  on  w  iih  tire  most  elaborate  and:  expensive  three-piece  suit, 
with  lies  thut  mud  have  cost  SI 50  each-  fl's,  really  fascinating,  because 
wc  can  always  find  this  kind  id  figure  emerging  on  lele vision,  a  person 
fining  imo  the  middle -cl as*  mold  so  easily  who  just  happens  10  have  a 
black  skin  MV  s.iw  tlii*  (.Sewhere  wlten  publishers  just  pul  black  faces 
but  noi  Nock  culture  in  Dni  and  Jane  readers  in  response  10  community 
protests  about  racism  in  grade  school  primers 

Chrisfian  television  tries  and  cOfmCO  us  on  ihe  Tevel  of  imagery  niv'rv1 
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ihxn  tm  iJic  level  of  argumentation.  In  this  way,  u  uses  ihe  ccnnotalive 
j:Sf^LJt!s  of  imagery  in  ;l  specifically  "law  arid  under"  kind  of  way.  The 
700  Ctuh.  which  often  uses  a  news  formal,  prexenls  images  of  demons!  ru- 
iium„  gay  Liberal  ion,  and  youth  lhai  look  like  images  we  mighi  use  in  our 
own  media  Yet  it  a  shn)  of  two  people  of  I  he  same  sex  hugging  is  posi- 
live  m  uui  media,  its  very  Appearance  on  Christian  i decision  indicates 
"social  chans  deriving  from  moral  chaos."  Similarly,  various  aspects  of 
youth  culture,  often  rtvtk  music  lyrics.,  become  examples  of  "sitonism 
today," 

Here  we  mu  si  add  alt  tin?  "teed  the  pcior""  images  o(  Africa.  Advocating 
"humamtananism''  cuts  short  the  discussion  of  basic  human  rights,  espec¬ 
ially  (dr  black  people,  and  it  refuses  im  analysis  of  causes,  especially 
when  rlic  cause  ul  world  hunger  is  imperialism.  Htimarularianism  will  al¬ 
ways  ucai  [lie  symptoms  of  "tragic  suffering”  bui  never  effcei  a  curt'. 
Humani  curia  nisrri  is  an  ideological  ciuisirucl  ihai  eases  the  consciences  of 
(lie  rich,  but  we  da  noi  always  identify  ii  in  ils  various  man  ifcsiut  tons: 
e.g..  the  Mutch  of  Dimes,  Jerry's  kids,  Boh  Cieldof.  FLST's  hunger  pro- 
jeci. 

Beyond  calling  for  human!  iari  an  aid  lor  starving  Africans,  the  images 
of  Africa  and  (he  ”do  good"  message  id  the  television  missionaries  hide 
the  specific  lies  ifut  mam  fundamental  uu  religious  groups  working  in  the 
third  world  have  to  the  Cl  A.  Not  only  do  ihese  groups  receive  material 
suppon  frocnihe  U.JJ.  government,  but  m  the  held  tficy  preach  a  "dcpfllili- 
vizing"  religion,  1  saw  this  in  Nicaragua  wkre  " Render  Unto  Caesar  w  hit 
is  C.icsar's,  and  render  unto  God  what  is  God's"  becomes  just  'Turn  to 
God,  There  is  .in  ideological  buttle  within  tlw  religious  rhetoric,  lor 
while  liberation  theology  in  the  iliird  world  is  preaching  ih.it  the  pour 


Co-host  Denude  Sodeiman  and  g  ueili  an  the  living  room  sol  for 
m*  700  Cl ufr  "Shll  oheod.  adopting  children;  the  obtfactes, 
hardships,  and  oniweri.'" 

have  a  religious  nghl  .md  duly  to  live  j>  whole  people,  the  evangelist 
groups  preach  remm  ing  one’s  attention  Ifntti  earthly  concern*. 

At  the  same  tune  dial  I  denounce  these  groups'  tics  to  L'.S.  foreign  pol¬ 
icy  inteiesis,  I  iiKi i  must  [joint  s>ui  ih.tt  | bey  Have  had  television  shows 
playing  in  many  areas  throughout  the  world  far  years,  and  have  thought 
out  many  issues  involved  in  creating  effective  cross-cultural  media.  For 
example,  Jimmy  Swaggarl  preaches  around  the  world,  and  his  show 
often  tomes  to  tis  from  a  stadium  in  South  America  filled  with  thousands 
of  people.  He  is  a  line  aclor  and  puis  on  a  great  show.  He  preaches 
damnation  and  gives  a  colorful  picture  of  the  world's  evils,  hs’  builds  up 
a  sweat  and  loosen*  his  tie.  .md  iheit  he  prays  as  God's  grace  g-enlty  falls 
upon  the  rtpenliinl.  Mosi  important,  when  he  preaches  in  South  America, 
he  always  lias  a  Spanish-speaking  preacher  no  stage  doing  simultaneous 
translation,  .md  that  preacher  is  as  jwi/  un  urior  us  he  is. 

Such  tvxpcci  for  Null  performance  acid  linguistic  eumpcniency  slwuld 
leach  those  of  us  who  do  solidarity  media  in  the  U.S  a  lesson.  Consider 
all  the  voiceovers  you  have  heard  in  solidarity  films  and  all  the  slide 
shows  you’ve  gone  to  where  someone  tells  you  m  their  own  everyday 
speech,  '"And  then  this  woman  told  me.,,.”  Many  times  when  w  e  tin  a 
Viiiceovcr.  we  just  plunk  down  □  translation  in  a  ^reading*"  not  an 
"acting/'  voice.  Fur  ihe  sake  of  convenience,  at  die  editing  stage  either 


we  (if  one  of  our  friends  readthai  translation  into  a  microphone.  It  is  hard 
to  conduct  tryouts  and  rehearse  actors  sd  xs  to  approximate  ihe  irsne  and 
flavor  of  the  original  speaker.  We  often  do  not  think  about  issuer  of 
translation  in  as  respectful  a  way  as  does,  let's  say.  The  PTL  Chib ,  which 
I've  seen  in  South  America.  The  Spanish  version  of  the  program  does  not 
assume  its  v  iew  ers  are  facile  readers  and  would  stay  with  a  television  pro¬ 
gram  with  subtitles  ti.e. ,  middle- class  viewers).  It  uses  excellently  acted 
voiceovers  in  Spanish.  Christian  television  pays  attention  to  the  details  of 
"tc Eevi sion  translation . " 

THE  TOO  CLU  B 

The  700  Club  Inis  a  magazine  format,  showing  different  types  of  mater¬ 
ial.  including  ddlereni  types  of  prayer  sessions,  in  ils  daily  show,  which 
is  broadcast  several  times  a  day  and  on  several  different  cable  networks, 
ll  often  has  segments  of  reportage  that  look  like  die  news.  Making 
"new  s/'  for  example,  was  Rock  Hudson's  deathbed  conversion  by  one  of 
his  fundamentalist  nurses.  Similarly,  in  ihe  "Walker  spy  story”  in  Octo¬ 
ber  I9K7,  tlx:  Walkers  'Acre  turned  in  by  one  of  their  daughters,  a  woman 
who  was  a  700  Club  viewer.  In  another  instance,  reportage  that  looked 
like  I  he  news  and  Pat  Robertson's  own  commentary  explained  at  length 
the  problems  laced  by  a  man  mimed  OiweEl  in  Texas,  who  Had  made  na¬ 
tional  news  when  il  was  discovered  that  he  had  physically  abused  the 
students  at  his  Bapcisl  boys'  school.  a  place  to  which  judges  also  regular¬ 
ly  remanded  delinquent  youth  lor  reform.  Robert  sun  took  lime  to  valor¬ 
ize  this  case  because,  in  fact,  one  of  the  political  victories  of  the  religious 
Right  in  certain  court  vases  has  been  around  issues  of  education  and  reli¬ 
gious  freedom.  He  criticized  the  degree  to  which  the  stale  controls  the 
education  of  children. 

By  my  standards,  Robertson's  time  cm  the  air  is  dull  Far  Liv  elier  are  the 
reportage  segments  that  are  a  mixture  of  news  and  soap  opera.  Often  a 
guest  in  the  studio,  the  upper-middle -clave  living  room  set.  will  tell  a 
stor^  about  iheir  pad.  The  story  will  be  illusirjied  with  location  shooting, 
the  guest  seen  outdoors,  line  drawings  and  sketches  (like  a  courtroom 
scene  nn  ihe  news,  sketched  hy  "our  court  reporter"!,  and  dramatic 
reenactments,  For  example,  a  Latino  man.  dressed  in  a  suii  iclls  (hat  he 
had  been  an  addicl  and  pusher.  Wc  see  scenes  of  him  in  prison,  where  a 
visitor  comes  to  read  him  the  Bible,  ''dialogue"  with  him.  and  help  him 
io  Jesus.  L’suaJly,  the  sludto  witness  w  ill  say,  "And  at  Lhal  point,  I  was 
Irce  of  drugs  (or  alehohot  or  gambling).”  Although  Christian  television 
does  nnl  usually  advocate  seeing  a  psychologist,  it  sliL3  pas  -  its  cultural 
debt  to  Freud  by  go  mg  explanations  of  childhood  trauma  to  account  for 
current  vice.  Flu  example,  the  ex-urn v id’s  rather  had  been  a  pusher  who 
led  his  son  into  ihe  world  of  drug*. 

The  dramatic  reenact  mem  is  obviously  theatrical  hw  is  simply  inserted 
into  the  wilness'  story.  Its  theatrical ily  and  lhc  contrast  between  two 
is  [ivs  of  discourse  are  nev  er  commented  upon.  As  a  w  mmn  tells  how  she 
was  on  drugs,  you  see  a  shot  of  a  woman  in  a  bathroom  pulling  pills  in 
her  mouth,  fn  a  sense,  mainstream  news  uses  a  similar  manipulative  toe- 
lie.  Its  visual  images  do  no  more  than  illustrate  an  authoritative  commen¬ 
tary  and  add  emotional  spice.  And  mainstream  news  is  less  overtly  thca- 
trical.  When  I  see  somebody  un  The  700  Cfuh  telling  the  if  story  along 
with  □  dramatic  reenueimeui  of  them  going  to  the  medicine  cabinet  tor 
pills,  it  scans  a  more  honest  konographic  repreventaiiem  than  whal  the 
news  uffers.  Our  liegnnnnic  discourse  tv  bfinichcan.  interpreting  social 
process,  in  terms  of  good  and  evil  and  noi  in  terms  of  interacting  contra- 
dkiions.  In  tliis  particular  euve,  wc  can  sec  in  (he  similariiy  of  vtiund' 
image  retalLnns  acrcu;*  genres  thal  there  is  Little  difference  between  melo¬ 
drama  and  the  news. 

The  same  program  thal  depicted  the  struggle  around  the  ERA  m  Yer- 
trtcini  had  os  its  other  "news"  segments  a  re|Hin  on  Halloween  as  satanic 
(including  modem  dav  wiicbcs,  who  look  iri  physical  appearance  like  the 
"lemirusl”  type  1  described  earlier,  and  an  inten  iew  with  /.  Budapest,  a 
self- proclaimed  feminist  wiiehb  To  contrast  and  otfer  an  image  of  a 
more  ideal  woman,  a  financial  advisor  un  Wall  Street  told  how  site  left  a 
Bible  oui  on  her  desk  when  she  mei  withchenis.  This  was  followed  wiih 
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reiardcd  because  ihey  were  gnod  workers. 

The  "new1:"  here  on  The  7M)  Club  sets  nut  political  issues  mixed  in  wilh 
persons!  iis.ui.-H  mixed  m  w  ith  --.cup  opera,  bui  il  deals  with  things  uc 
don't  tuber*  isr  sec  on  lek vision,  In  ocher  words,  ihe  recorded  do  vote 
and  do  work,  hut  some  of  us  on  the  IciE  don't  even  dunk  of  the  retarded 
as  worth)  ci Li /vats  to  appeal  to;  they  rarely  enlcr  ihe  space  of  our 
imagination.  Yes  having  no  psychic  space  to  dunk  about  xomelhuig,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  media  or  in  the  main],  is  the  principle  ideological  mechanism 
in  our  culture  that  maintains  sexism  and  racism  and  all  the  other  isms. 
Here,  the  political  motivation  of  the  segment  seemed  lo  underscore  that 
the  genial  Christian  employer  would  luice  his  workers’  gratitude  and 
confidence  and  thus  could  deliver  up  x  number  of  votes,  If  we  look  at 
other  7 tM)  Club  segments,  well  find  many  similar  '’political”  tact  ass  hut 
usually  mixed  in  with  utopian  elements.  WhuT  other  space  do  the  retard¬ 
ed  have  on  television? 

pkhsi  asion  ta<  tics 

I  have  written  extensively  on  Brecht  and  Ciodard  and  appreciate  argu¬ 
ments  about  the  mass  media's  emotional  seductiveness.  But  it's  time  for 
us  to  reconsider  television's  emotional  appeal,  lor  what,  in  fact,  would  ii 
mean  to  make  activist  media  without  such  appeal?  Wc  can  see  thut  Chris¬ 
tian  television  has  developed,  at  great  expense*  a  fine  emotional  "'hook.” 
Since  every’  TV  preacher  gives  a  pitch  for  money,  it  is  useful  to  analyze 
these  pitches  for  their  persuasion  tactics.  First  of  all.  when  the  money's 
collected,  people  always  get  someth] tie.  such  as  a  cassette  tape,  back  in 
the  mail,  Most  significant  tv.  tile  person's  name  goes  on  the  mailing  list, 
(According  to  a  friend  who*  vends  out  occasionally  fur  literature,  you'll 
he  pulled  from  The  7W  dub's  list  if  they  don't  hear  from  you  several 
times  a  year,  i 

Furthermore,  the  phone  bank  service  (people  will  pray  weIIi  you)  is  sup¬ 
ported  on  screen  by  a  narrative  device  that  I  have  seen  only  on  Christian 
television.  Every  so  often  the  preacher  will  deliver  an  incredibly  intense 
direct  address  to  the  TV  viewers  by  talking  straight  to  the  camera:  “Clone 
your  eyes.  Pray  with  me.  Jexus  is  with  you.  Kneel  by  your  television  set” 
Collapsing  distance  like  this  presumes  the  material  reality  of  TV 
preaching  and  saving  souls  over  the  airwave*.  In  fact,  people  must  he  at 
home  alone  if  they  follow  ihcxe  instructions,  because  L  cannot  imagine 
suddenly  kneeling  and  praying  in  front  of  oilier  family  members.  So  the 
preacher  makes  a  calculated  appeal  to  the  lonely.  Such  instructions  arc 
often  followed  with  words  like,  "Call  me.  and  itrll  me  how  you  lek. 
There'll  be  someone  here  in  talk  to  you."  The  phone  call  is  just  to  talk  lo 
a  warm  and  taring  voice  and  tell  how  you  felt,  But  then,  of  course,  you 
will  lie  asked  for  money,  (There  was  a  skirmish  for  about  a  year  during 
which  time  toll-free  numbers  were  dropped  from  ihe  most  popular  shows 
such  as  Fil well's  because  some  gay  newspapers  had  printed  the  toll-free 
numbers  w  ith  suggestions  dial  readers  call  tn  and  give  false  pledges.  One 
enterprising  radical  even  had  his  computer  continuously  calling  and 
hanging  up.  I  do  not  know  about  either  Ihe  legal  at  logistical  issues  but 


“One  day*  just  attar  Ihootirvg  op.  Jim  polled  ovoi  fo  Iht?  roadside 
and  otkad  the  Lord  to  help  him.  Thai  olghL  alone  in  his 
room,  he  watched  The  700  Out  and  found  Ihe  answer  to 
hi±  prayer." 


Ben  Kinchiow:  “Father,  we  come  to  you  In  the  name  ot  Jesus  for 
a  miraculous  intervention  tn  the  life  of  Danielle.  We  bind  up  the 
angel  of  death.  and  we  speok  to  that  rumor  in  the  name  of 
Jesus.  We  command  lo  begin  to  dissolve  now, ..in  Jesus'  name." 

have  observed  (hut  most  Christian  television  programs  have  toll  free 
numbers  back  again.) 

Television  spectacle  has  the  voice  of  patriarchy  behind  si.  Male  expert* 
intone  the  ads:  ihe  flew  s  relies  on  the  Pentagon  Ted  Kopprt  and  Phil 
Dima  line  play  the  fair-minded  liberal  dads,  ChnsLun  television  has,  jh 
erne  of  ns  i  rite  mil  contradiction*,  a  perpetual  conflict  between  Daddies, 
and  ih ill  conflict  is  often  enacted  m  the  individual  Daddy's  TV  style.  Pal 
Robertson  k  on  the  political  ascendency,  and  his  media  is  polished,  He*s 
leaving  his  role  as  a  preacher  to  become  much  more  the  news  moderator, 
a  sort  of  Ted  Kuppel  type,  but  he  still  leads  his  Bible  seminars.  Jem 
Fa  I  well  is  on  the  decline  nationally  and  lias  gone  bask  to  tv  the  head  of 
an  evangelical  university  in  his  old  hometown  in  Virginia.  Jim  llakker 
regularly  complain*  about  being  turned  in  to  the  authorities  by  other 
preachers  for  uhx  evasion,  and  his  and  fai  turn's  ever  expanding  theme 
park  is  alw  ay  s  deep  in  debt 

Botli  the  pilches  for  money  arid  hie  pilches  lor  salvation  arc  shaped  by 
similar  rhetorical  device*.  The  preachers  use  repetition,  a  regular  ca¬ 
dence.  nod  a  certain  kind  of  rhetorical  speaking  voice.  In  a  pattern  which 
is  familiar  to  holh  teacher-  of  the  retarded  arid  women  ir-  mg  to  teach 
men  about  sexism,  the  preachers  set  out  the  tasks  tor  the  ainJicttcc  in 
terms  of  v  ery  small  steps  Secrete ries  deal  w  ith  busses  this  w  ay ,  as  du  par¬ 
ents  with  children,  so  the  tone  is  nut  uncommon  tn  us.  It  just  does  nut 
.seem  very  adult.  Yet  to  present  a  task  tn  terms  of  very  small  steps,  ones 
almost  effortlessly  accomplished,  is  a  useful  tactic  for  progressive  direct 
mail  campaigns.  Any  time  you  send  Put  a  mat  hug.  you  should  enclose 
three  postcard*  addressed  to  Cnngrevspcopte  or  the  President  which  are 
all  Idled  out,  both  from  and  hack.  People  only  have  to  sign  their  name, 
put  on  a  stamp,  and  mail  the  card.  The  resell  i*  that  anybody  who  fu*  la¬ 
kers  this  kind:  or  small  step  tow  aid  your  cause  [hereafter  identifies  with  if, 
Greenpeace  taught  me  this  tactic.  A  mas  I  mg  from  Greenpeace  always  in¬ 
cludes  postcards.  This  powerful  persuasion  tactic  of  asking  someone  to 
du  someth  mg  that  take*  m«  cl  fort  at  all  assumes  tha:  even  the  Ea/y  can  he 
stimulated  to  commitment  to  an  organized  ci  hm 

TO  analyze  one  of  Jimmy  Kwaggart  's  sermons  in  detail  s*  il  I  indicate  the 
kind  of  show  nranship  and  rhetorical  mastery  which  revivalist  preachers 
base  passed  on  through  generations  and  which  they  are  now  eifccrivety 
apply irtg  to  television  In  a  sermon  in  a  soccer  stadium  in  Buenos  Aires, 
he  first  gave  the  crowd  t tie  details  of  ihe  venality  that  led  to  damnation, 
then  he  told  ihem  that  no  institution  could  save  them,  only  the  Lord's 
sweet  grace  raining  upon  them.  At  that  point  he  said  to  them  as  they  were 
alt  cry  ing  and  weeping.  "Now  raise  your  hand  ..."  Here  was  the  first 
small  step;  nLscj>y  to  ruLse  y oar  hand  Ned,  still  m  ihe  imperative  mode 
(you  give  mijVT.u  iv  0*  hkc  this  to  children  and  distraught  sick  people''. 
SwuggufT  said,  "Now  step  down  lo  the  trout  ,.,"  People  had  a  distance  to 
go  to  get  down  from  the  stands  into  the  soccer  stadium's  playing  field. 
"Now  step  down  to  the  (root,  so  the  w,fuhe  world  can  know  how  many 
h-ive  coin/  lo  lo  huh  "  The  [teoplc  going  down  to  the  preacher's  pladorni 
knew  ihai  they  wouM  be  on  television.  They  were  crying,  and  they  held 
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ikiosc  hands  up*  and  they  kepi  walking  down  there  in  a  crowd.  Then 
Swaggun  said.  "We're  waiting  for  you,  God  i*  waiting  for  you.  Come  on 
right  now.  You 're  all  washed  clean,  free  of  darkne^.” 

At  dial  point.  Swaggart  addressed  the  camera  to  speak  to  us  at  home: 
,LIi"s  for  you.  Your  name  Is  on  (his  service,  I  want  you  on  TV  10  pray 
with  me.”  Then.  '‘Repeat."  As  he  encouraged  viewers  to  repeal  some 
phrase,  even  if  only  mentally,  it  moved  them  to  take  a  step  to  follow  his 
hne.  Siini larl>  Jerry  Falweil  said,  m  a  verbal  series  that  reflected  the 
increasing  commitment  he  desired  from  his  viewers.  "Write  me  a  leiter. 
Join  uur  prayer.  Give  me  a  vote  of  confidence.  Send  a  check.”' 

HMOTKHV 

Ever  since  the  high -culture  lovers  of  the  Frankfurt  School  condemtted 
mass,  culture  u.*  capitalist  ami  manipulative,  leftists  have  found  It  conveni¬ 
ent  10  condemn  first  Hollywood  film  and  laicr  television,  Run  a  lot  of  us 
have  th.it  set  going  nil  the  lime,  1  like  television  because  it  comes  into  my 
home,  and  I  cart  turn  it  on  and  have  the  sense  nr  voices  talking  even,  if  I 
plan  to  he  in  another  room.  As  Flayne  Rapping  says  in  The  Laokinsi 
Glass  World  of  S.“nfn  nan  FV ,  ■'Tine-  social  role  of  television,  in  its  broad¬ 
est  sense,  is  to  provide  thal  lost  sense  of  community  integrity  in  a  frag¬ 
mented  world.”  Rapping  asserts  that  we  runs  use  television  to  create  this 
communal  sense  synthetically  because  of  capitalist  economic  structures. 
However.  I've  also  seen  a  gcx*d  amount  ol  communist  television,  am!  I’m 
not  sure  that  the  communists  know  any  belter  what  it  is  that  people  want 
out  of  television.  I  think  that  people  use  television  like  a  household 
friend.  They  want  it  to  deliver  up  emotion.  People  like  television's  effect 
of  liic  reality.  They  like  the  immediacy  of  speech.  In  Christian 
television*  such  as  The  f'TL  Club,  every  so  often  a  segue  reveals  how 
carefully  calculated  the  “reality  effect"  i*.  In  other  words,  you  may  see 
people  silting  around  the  living  room  set  jawing  about  the  topic  of  the 
day.  whatever  it  wa*,  maybe  incest,  maybe  Films.  Titer  one  of  them  will 
say,  "TTial  is  the  hhs*  of  coming  to  Jesus.,  AimI  now  so  and  *o  will  sing  to 
you  about  tltc  bliss  of  coming  to  Jesus,"  Only  a  sophisticated  media 
viewer  will  realize,  when  such  segues  come,  how  calculated  this  all 
was — the  move  from  live  speech  to  the  spectacle  of  singing. 

Jim  Bakker  capitalize*  on  the  immediacy  of  live  presentation,  He  and 
Tammy  love  to  go  around  and  show  you  the  talesi  building  going  up  in 
Heritage  USA,  Jim  likes  to  walk  in  front  of  a  camera  person  doing  hand¬ 
held  work  to  show  you  backstage  life.  Now.  forme  as  i  woman  viewer,  1 
find  it  fascinating  to  sec  how  the  backstage  work  is  managed  and  run 
mostly  by  women:  women  doing  makeup  and  women  runtime 
compuiei*.  h's  a  visual  symbol  of  how  women  keep  these  big  media 
empires  going. 

What's  most  effective  aKuit  Christian  television  is  the  same  thing  that 
is  niosi  effective  about  network  news.  It  h.is  I  a  tile  to  do  with  the  delivery 
of  information  and  much  more  to  do  u  it  It  a  kmJ  of  nglit  brain,  emotional 
structuring  of  how  to  Feel  about  social  issues  We  soon  forget  a 
program’s  details.  What  remain*  are  site  kind  of  symbolic  events  and  ihe 
feeling*  which  adhere  to  them  which  we  experience  in  dreams.  In  thi* 
way ,  fore  sample,  Christian  television  structure  *  how  to  think  about  abor¬ 
tion*.  Many  working-class  women  who  mouth  pro-life  ideology  have  had 
abortions,  their  daughters  have  hail  abortions  and  the  Christian  parent* 
have  paid  for  it.  But  the  television  program  gives  a  dream  structure  in 


which  Iti  dream  your  abortion  forever  after. 

And  it  gives  a  dream  structure  in  which  to  dream  terrorism.  And  the 
dream  struct urc  in  which  to  dream  communism.  And  the  dream  image  of 
the  few  acceptable,  tidy,  middle -class.  upwardly  mobile.,  wdl-coiffed. 
well-dressed  black*  who  are  the  "worthy”  blacks  fit  to  associate  with. 
And  there’*  the  dream  structure  of  constant  homophobia.  Those  stmc- 
cure*  remain  long  after  the  specific  subject  mailer  of  the  program*  ha* 
changed  completely. 

Most  significantly,  in  term*  of  how  these  structures  are  implanted  and 
the  kinds  of  structures  implanted,  there’s  no  difference  belwen  Oirictian 
television,  public  television,  the  new*,  sports  and  anything  else  on  TV. 
They  all  function  lu  reinforce  dominant  ideology  through  television's 
emotional  power.  Think,  for  example,  about  the  dream  structure  uf  xeno¬ 
phobia,  fear  of  the  stranger.  The  Arab*  are  chaotic  or  terrorist*,  the  Japan¬ 
ese  will  dominate  our  economy,  we  are  flooded  w  ith  illegal  aliens,  Africa 
ami  Haiti  and  gays  arc  the  source  of  AIDS,  In  the  United  State*  at  the 
end  of  empire  the  government  and  the  mass  media  share  the  same  xeno¬ 
phobia,  fear  of  the  other,  fear  of  losing  control  at  the  center  of  power. 

Media  activist*,  radical*,  and  feminist*  probably  pay  so  little  attention 
to  Christian  television  because  there  we  are  depleted  as  the  other.  White 
feminist*  are  immediately  identified  a*  the  other—  a*  I  mentioned  before 
— by  our  dress,  and  by  almost  nothing  else.  Our  class  position  is  identi¬ 
fied  by  our  external  sign*,  and  we  can  be  flashed  on  Christian  television 
a*  the  "they"  noi  worthy  of  know  ing.  Our  image,  especially  when  we  are 
grouped  together  in  public  at  a  demonstration,  promote*  fear. 

Television  ha*  a  power  to  manipulate  the  connotative  aspect*  of  an 
image  for  emotional  impact  And  it  resound*  with  all  the  emotional  tones, 
of  the  human  voice,  like  a  mm -musical  opera.  People  turn  to  television 
for  that  emotion,  which  1  understand  when  l  leave  the  TV  playing  while  1 
do  other  thing*  in  the  house,  A  radical  media  aesthetic  may  reject  (hat 
aspect  of  television  communication  and  reception,  bui  what  would  be 
left?  If  w  e  are  honest.  we  will  not  lay  the  blame  tor  the  structures  of  man¬ 
ipulation  at  the  doorstep*  of  Christian  television  producers,  for.  on  the 
whole,  they  merely  understand  the  parameters  of  their  medium  very 
well. 

.Since  I  have  been  making  media  with  Nicaraguan  video  artist*  who 
want  to  have  their  viewer*  both  understand  ami  love  the  revolution,  I 
neither  want  to  make  video  nor  participate  in  a  political  project  without 
intense  emotional  engagement.  In  this  age  of  information  explosion, 
everyone  ha*  access  to  analyses  of  racism,  sexism,  and  imperialism,  ft's 
av  ailable  in  the  media  around  us.  The  task  for  radicals  is  to  make  media, 
especially  television,  that  inspires  people  lo  to  know  the  truth  and  to 
want  to  analyze  their  own  social  reality,  lukl,  along  with  that  understand¬ 
ing.  to  be  inspired  lo  act  for  social  change,  Horace  called  it  utile  dulci., 
"Mingle  the  u*vfut  with  the  sweet,”  he  instructed,  so  that  people  will 
vs  am  to  learn  Both  we  and  Christian  tele  vision  seek  to  inspire  people  to 
.n't,  but  wg  also  want  people  to  [ram.  and  to  learn  in  a  way  that  breaks 
down  the  category  of  the  other  in  an  ever  expanding  w  ay. 

Julia  Lruige  fa  J  Yjxftfiwinier.  director  of  cite  tape  La.*  Nicas.  ami  cwdilor 
of  Jump  Cut. 

^lululrwc 


SO  THE  INDEPENDENT 


MAY  1987 


